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NEWSLETTER

Our mission is to support the Redwood City Public Library in cultivating literacy, life-long learning, and community connections.

A Message from the Redwood City Public Library Director

During these unprecedented times of public health crisis and
sheltering in place, people’s lives have changed in countless
ways, from children learning at home, to the closure of small
businesses, to the strain on our healthcare system. As routines
have been disrupted, people have realized what is important to
them. On Sunday, March 15, the last day Redwood City libraries
were open before the shelter-at-home order, it was simultane-
ously heartwarming and heartbreaking to see lines of people
waiting their turn to enter the Downtown and Redwood Shores
Libraries. At the mid-afternoon peak, people were waiting 45
minutes to get books and other library materials for their families
“one last time"” before the libraries would be closed for an
unknown period. This community loves its libraries, and we are
incredibly grateful for that love.

As we made the difficult decision to reduce library services, one
of the huge worries we heard from the education community,
the business community, and our most vulnerable residents was
the loss of wifi access. One million people per year log into our
wireless networks at the four libraries, and in the fall of 2017, with
support from the Redwood City Library Foundation (RCLF), the
Library launched a program called Bridging the Digital Divide
to allow home checkout of hotspots (personal wifi devices) to
support residents with limited or no connectivity at home. We
have over 100 devices available for three-week loans, and for the
last couple of years each device was consistently checked out
again almost as soon as it was returned.

WI-FI HOTSPOT DEVICES
Available With Your Help!

Please Support Our Community!

RCLF needs your help to raise $60,000 toward purchasing
additional hotspot devices for immediate use.
Donate today on RCLF's website (www.rclfdn.org)
and make a big difference in our community!

The temporary loss of wifi in our public spaces brought into sharp
relief how great this need is, so we have ordered an additional
100 hotspots to help meet community demand. The devices
themselves are not terribly expensive, but each one carries a
monthly data plan, so the cost to purchase a hotspot and support
it for a year is about $600 per device. While we are still raising
funds for exciting new initiatives like the future Makerspace
in the Library and enhancements to the Redwood Shores
Library Interpretive Center, the need to improve access to
the internet for students, including those with special needs and
low-income residents, is profound and immediate. Your support
for our Bridging the Digital Divide initiative truly changes
people’s lives. Thank you very much, and take good care.

Sincerely,

Desck Walfsan

Library Director

When the new hotspots are available, residents will be able to check
them out at the Downtown Library and/or Fair QOaks Library (to be
determined). These and other hotspots currently checked out will
have a due date of June 30.

Many, Many Thanks

RCLF is proud to partner with Bothin Foundation and Saga
Foundation in supporting the Makerspace in the Library
program. Thank you for your generous grants!

Bothin Foundation: $30,000

Bothin Foundation has been a long-time partner since
2017, helping RCLF to address the most pressing needs
of the community, such as youth development, bridging
the digital divide, and assisting families who need it most.

SAGA Foundation: $40,000

SAGA Foundation, based in Menlo Park, is a private,
independent, grant-making organization that partners
with RCLF in helping underserved youth, providing safe
spaces and development opportunities.




Board Member Profile:
President John Blake

John Blake has been a member of the RCLF board since 2004
and has served as its president at least three times, once for sev-
eral years. Born in San Francisco, he spent his childhood from
ages 3 through 12 in Colorado, before his family moved back to
California. John's earliest memories include prowling libraries in
search of adventure and heroes, and this youthful pastime has
ripened into his current appreciation of libraries.

After graduating from the University of Colorado, John attended
law school at Santa Clara University and has practiced real estate
law in the Bay Area since 1977, now at his own firm, John H.
Blake, Esq.

John has always seen libraries as vital organs of their communities
and uses professional libraries to provide the raw material for his
day job. He joined the Foundation Board believing that libraries
increasingly serve an educational function, providing access to
technology and information and filling a gap left by government
and other institutions. He sees libraries as temples of civilization,
where we preserve and practice what is best in literature, art,
and history and, more recently, assure universal access to these
treasures by promoting literacy.

In the Bay Area in particular, to the most fortunate, wealthier
residents, the library is a convenience, one of many places they
could get a book, music, or other material. For other, less affluent
members of the community, the library provides basic necessities
— tutors for family literacy, help for students to succeed in school,
and computers and wifi hotspots for community use. John
believes that libraries are “evolving into more than a place
that houses books, and becoming a vital organ of their local
community and the global community.” He leads the Foundation
in supporting the Redwood City Library in this role.

John lives in Redwood City with his wife Daisy, who brings added
value and support to the Foundation. They have two sons and
four grandsons. He has been an AYSO and CYSA soccer referee
for more than 30 years—and in his spare time, he practices Tai
Chi, reads, and occasionally enjoys fly fishing. We are lucky to
have him as president of the RCLF board!

John at Taal Lake in the Philippines

RCLF’s Unsung Hero of 2019

RCLF was proud to nominate Ms. Kelsey Dubois as our 2019
Unsung Hero. Kelsey joined the Library Foundation'’s board of
directors in December 2016 and has contributed her significant
skills and talents to the library and community ever since.

As the External Communications Manager, Kelsey was a key
member of the Foundation's rebranding effort, after which she
implemented the committee’s recommendations by creating the
Foundation’s new website and managing their marketing and
outreach materials. Kelsey was also a committee member for the
Foundation’s STEAM Fest on the Square, which grew to be one
B & of the Bay Area’s largest Science,
Technology, Engineering, Art,and
Math events.

Kelsey is also a member of the
Library Foundation’s Governance
Committee, which has been in-
strumental in making strategic
and policy decisions that have set
the board on a strong trajectory
for the future.

Kelsey holds a master's degree
in Naval Architecture and Marine
Engineering from the University
of Michigan and is Senior Electromechanical Engineer at San
Carlos-based company, Dishcraft Robotics. Thank you, Kelsey,
for touching all our lives with your talent, energy, professionalism,
and hard work. Redwood City is a better place because of you!

$25,000 Grant Supports gy
Digital Divide Program

Premia Capital, a real estate development company in Redwood
City, has awarded a $25,000 grant to RCLF. Founded in 2009, it
remains 100% privately owned. Michael Halow, company CEO,
believes his legacy should be to lead by example and work hard
to make the community better for all its residents. Mike focuses
on helping kids and lower income residents, and believes that
supporting RCLF's Bridging the Digital Divide program, along
with local sports, contributes to the mental and physical well-
being of our community.

Kelsey and her husband Blake Griffin
in Bruges, Belgium

He said "l am inspired by the many amazing and selfless people
in the Redwood City community, including the true champions
that serve on the Library Foundation Board and those on-site
day to day. They work hard to bring this community together
and make it a better place. | take my kids to the Redwood City
Public Library all the time and | see how much it means to them
and to many of us in many different ways. Thank you, Redwood
City Library, you are crushing it — keep doing your thing, and
let's keep pushing each other to make RWC the best town in
Americall Way more to do.” The Foundation is grateful for
Premia Capital’s generous support.



Many thanks to our generous donors!

The following individuals, groups, and businesses contributed
between January 1 and December 31, 2019.

$50,000+
Sunlight Giving

$20,000-$49,999

Chan Zuckerberg Initiative CZI
Premia Capital, LLC

SAGA Foundation

$5,000-$19,999

Atkinson Foundation

Dostart Development Company, LLC
DPR Construction

Facebook, Inc.

Lane Partners

Peter & Paula Uccelli Foundation
Port of Redwood City

San Francisco Foundation

Sares Regis Group of Northern CA
Scandling Family Foundation
Harvey Silverman

Wells Fargo Foundation

$1,000-$4,999
Anonymous
Shawn & Brook Byers
Robert Carr & Elizabeth Hill
Doering Family Foundation, Ltd.
Fran Eastman & Edward Goodstein
Peter & Catharine Eastman
Lily Feng
First Congregational Church
Lance Fung
Lisa Hicks-Dumanske
IBEW Local 617
Peter Ingram & Yevette Pirie
Kaiser Permanente
Georgi LaBerge
James McFarland
Elizabeth Meeks
Xuzhan Ning
Optimist Club of Redwood City
Barbara & Jerry Pierce
REACH Strategies
Redwood City Arts Commission
Redwood City Elks Lodge #1991
Redwood City Heritage Association
Karen & Frank Schwarz
Patricia A. Seith & Michael Wells
Silicon Valley

Community Foundation
Carla & Harry Sillin
Sims Metal Management
Sophie & Arthur Brody Foundation
Stanford Health Care
David & Rebecca Weekly

$500-$999

Anonymous

Bank of America Matching Gifts

Devil's Canyon Brewing Co.

Kelsey Dubois

Richard & Dee Eva

Larry & Kathie Fosgett

Tashina Fuelling

Angela Haist-Bowen &
Edward Bowen

Trynie Hermary

Debbi Jones-Thomas

Stephen & Maria Leaf

Monte Mansir

Nancy Radcliffe

Diana Reddy

Katy Robinson

Donna Spillane & Juan Raigoza
Kathryn Strong

Gene Suarez

Jane & Paul Taylor

Daniel Weaver & Katie Goetz
Donna Williams

Derek & Robin Wolfgram

$250-$499

Anonymous

David & Joanne Arata

Scott & Meredith Armienti
Sabrina Ayers

Diane Beu

Frank & Liza Bizzaro

John & Daisy Blake

Janet & Milt Borgens
Box.org

Andrew Brampton

Henry Chen

Sandra Cooperman

Kit Fung & Rick Nordensten
Betty Garcia

Bernard & Michele Guillot
Meredith Hagedorn & James Kasyan
Giselle Hale

Richard & Judith Imperiale
Carol Johnson

Douglas Karlson

Sarah & Tony LaTorra

Mark Le Mon

Albert Lee

David Lemon

Jill Lighty

Shou Mei Lin

Rob & Catherine Lyman
Jessica Manzi

Shelley Masur

Jeffrey Mohr

Clem Molony

Maureen Morley

Kathi Petrick
Posner-Wallace Foundation
Andrea Pozo & Alberto Rodriguez
SamTrans

Donald & Lolly Schenone
Sequoia Stamp Club
Wiﬂiam Streby & Jane Nettesheim
Mary Walker & Mark Interrante
Pauline & Darius Wiles

$100-$249

Activity Hero

Phil Adamson

Kathryn Adkins

Ashwin Agrawal

Kenneth Arai

lan Bain

Edward & Donna Marie Baldwin
Jenny & Zachary Barnes
Reina Barragan

Richard Barrick

Richard & Joyce Baur
Bayshore Elite Gymnastics
Alyn Beals & Dani Gasparini
Chris & Alicia Beth

Kathy & Harry Blackey
Keith & Elizabeth Blackey

John Blackmore & Sheila Amoroso
Marshall Blank
Nancy Brown
Gordon Chamberlain
Milton Chew
Douglas & Vivian Crisman
Edith Crowe
Susana Dejesus
David Dill
Gary & Pam Dilley
Elise Dixon
Carol Drummond
El Paisano Carniceria

y Supermercado
George England
Bob & Arcelia Eppler
FCProjects, Inc.
Teri & Isileli Folau
Benjamin A. Fong
Brad Friedman
Friends of the Redwood City Library
Jacki Graf
Haas & Associates, LLP
Audrey Hargis
Russell & Linda Hayes
Mohamed Higgy
Barbara Hooper & Keith Sonberg
Diane & Steven Howard
Rick & Naomi Hunter
Kelly llnicki & Mark Lambert
Michael Katz & Lawton Allenby
Matt Leddy & Gail Raabe
Parke & Sue Lee
Lee Cheerful Giving Fund
Amreen Madhani
Trudy Marin
Melmon Family Foundation
Sandra Moniz
Motostrano
William Nicolet
Andrew Noon
Jack & Della Nunes
Obstacourse Fitness
Lynden & Charlotte Olstead
Sonia Pelkowski
Play-Well TEKnologies
Pat Pritchard
Laura & Tom Rhodes
Cheryl Ritchie
RockSalt Pilates
Bernard & Shelley Ross
Shirley Schwoerer
Lisa Shepherd
Penelope Shepherd
Silicon Valley Elite
Maura & Erik Sinkoff
John & Maggie Streets
Julie Taylor & Lindsay Jones
Lori Van Houten
Derek Voellinger
Phil Waters
Yvonne Webb
Robert Wellins & Sherry Rolley
Jerry & Cathie Wentworth
Greg & Lyn Wilbur
Brad Wong & Janice Busch
Joe & Jenny Wucher
Yang Orthodontics
Cary Zuk-Mielke

$20-$99

Anonymous

Alicia Aguirre
AmazonSmile Foundation
Catherine Ammenti

Norman & Marsha Lee Berkman
Benito & Marlene Bernardo
Deborah Blackey
Blu Sky Kids
Veronica Breuer
Peter Brown
Daniel Carlson
Louis & Rita Cartalano
Casa Circulo Cultural
Jennifer Castello
Jim & Dolores Centis
Roberta Chock
Brian Coan
College of Adaptive Arts
Connect Community

Charter School
Sheila Conway
County of San Mateo

Office of Sustainability
Carol Lynn Cross
Bo Curry
Paul Delzio
Phil & Shirley DeMartis
Digital Promise/Maker Promise
Stephanie Dole
Laura Douglass & Joe Croco
Hector Duran
Orland & Charmaine Eliason
Environmental Volunteers
EScrip
Suzanne Eyre
Danielle Fairbairn
Abraham Fong
Footsteps Child Care, Inc.
Fuse Theatre
Elyse Gainor
Michael Gallagher
Todd Gaviglio
Robert & Jean Gilmore
Ken & Michele Graham
Myra Greenberg
Joan Hansen
Alexandra Hawley
Healthy Cities Tutoring
Les Hsu
Angela Hwang
Ingenium Enrichment, LLC
International AR

Education Foundation
Diana James-Cairns
Kristopher Johnson
Marliese Jones
D. Michael & Lorianna Kastrop
KIPP Exelencia Community Prep
William Korbholz
George Lai
John Langbien & Karen Davis
Kam Kwan Law & Donald Ross
Judy Lee
Roger Levine
Shun Lin
Helen Lomas
Richard & Diane Mack
Maker Nexus
Marine Science Institute
Margaret Marshall
David Martin
Kenneth & Linda McCoy
McKinley Institute of Technology
Paul Michel & Silvie Morisette
Mary Miller
Megan Montanti
MVCode
Ann Myers
Barbara Neumann
Lucie Newcomb



$20-$99 (continued)

James Ochsner & Laura Voegele
John O’'Hara

Jerry Patrick

Peninsula Museum of Art
Dorothy & Robert Phillips

Linda Pilkin

Joan Pizza

Pamela Quinn

Ashley Quintana

RAFT Bay Area

Redeemer School

Redwood City Police Department
Redwood City School District
William Reyn

Barbara Reynolds

Scott Riegelhaupt-Herzig

Rising Sun Center for Opportunity
Rocketship Education

San Carlos School District

San Mateo County Fair

San Mateo County Sheriff's Office
Sandy Saunders

Kathryn Saxton

Science from Scientists

In Memory

Of Chuck Ashton
Pamela Olson

Of John B. Bowen
Angela Haist-Bowen &
Edward Bowen

Of Julie Ann Dempsey
Mary Jane Dempsey

Of Viola Hammer
Ann Marie Sulzbach

Of Gerrie Lassner
Marianne Markt

Of Lilas Miles
Janice Miles

Of Lolly Miller

Darlene Gorman

Louis & Dorene Luzzi
Debra Parenti

Mary Russell

Donald & Lolly Schenone

Of Irene E. Snyder
John David Bukry

Science is Elementary
Sequoia YMCA

Frank & Kay Sheridan

Bert & Setsuko Shimokusu
Marylou Shockley

Space Cookies Robotics
St. Matthias Preschool
Cara Stoneburner

Anna Takahashi

Cosmo & Jean Tarantino
David Taylor & Rhonda Macchello
Randy Torrijos

John & Wendy Tseng
University Art

Barbara Valley

Louise Ward

Carlina Webster

Marylu Weisheimer & Craig Farmer
Wanda Williams

Joel Wong

Nancy Woo

Joan & Scott Wylie

Simon Wynn

Rouslana Yaroslavsky

In Honor

Of Keith Blackey
Deborah Blackey

Of Georgi LaBerge
Danford Foundation

Of Alexandra Plotnikoff
George & Bernie Plotnikoff

Of D. Wiener
Anonymous

Of June Williams
Stuart & Lorraine Rumley

thank youw,

dono'w!

Our Current Programs & Initiatives

Your gifts promote literacy and building community
for all ages through these programs:

Bridging the Digital Divide
Funds new computers for the Downtown Library Teen Center and
supports data & annual software licenses for laptops & hotspot devices.

Interpretive Center Upgrades - Redwood Shores Library
Funds updates & improvements to the center, allowing children to learn
about the SF Bay and its wetlands through interactive displays & games.

Makerspace
Help us fund a space in the Downtown Library for patrons to “make things”
using computers, printers, audio/video, and traditional arts & crafts supplies.

Free Books for Families
Provides free childrens’ books in both Spanish
and English to encourage reading at home.

Career Online High School in the Library
Allows adult learners to earn a high school diploma and
career certificate in Redwood City’s Downtown Library.

April 23 is National Library Giving Day

Show your support for the Redwood City Public Library by
donating to the Redwood City Library Foundation on our website!

www.rclfdn.org

Redwood City Library Foundation
1044 Middlefield Road « Redwood City, CA 94063
www.rclfdn.org « (650) 780-7045

Officers:
John Blake, President « Nancy Radcliffe, Vice President
Carla Sillin, Treasurer « Patricia Seith, Secretary

Directors:
John Blake, Esq. « Robert Carr, Community Volunteer
Kelsey Dubois, Dishcraft Robotics « Lily Feng, Nvidia
Debbi Jones-Thomas, Community Volunteer
Maureen Morley, Community Volunteer
Barbara Neumann, Community Volunteer
Ashley Quintana, Facebook « Nancy Radcliffe, Community Volunteer
Patricia Seith, Community Volunteer  Carla Sillin, Community Volunteer
Kathryn Strong, Google

Ex-Officio:

Rouslana Yaroslavsky, Redwood City Library Foundation
Derek Wolfgram, Redwood City Public Library

“ Redwood City Library
4 FOUNDATION

www.rclfdn.org « (650) 780-7045





