
Library Director Thanks
Volunteers, Donors

As fall begins, with our busy lives
ramping up toward the holidays and
our all-consuming struggle with
declining budgets continuing, it’s
sometimes easy to forget what is
great about our community, and
specifically our “five star” library
system. Last fiscal year’s data is really
eye-opening and it’s gratifying to
quantify some of our successes. The
wonderful collaboration we have
between the library and our
community to help deliver
meaningful and enriching services is
my “five star” highlight- and I thank
all who donated resources or time at
the library this past year!

Here are some highlights:

•  1,400 volunteers tutored,
helped kids and adults to read
and learn, read to preschools,
and of course volunteered as
Foundation members that
helped raise $850,000 for the
new Redwood Shores Library,
or as a Friend that helped raise
funds for library programs.

•  895,000 visits were made to our
libraries this year (more than
the 49ers annual home game
attendance...)

•  1,500,000 items were loaned,
an increase of 50%!

•  370,000 public sessions were
used on one of our 125 public
computers, we had 344,000
visits to the library web page
(over 1,000 hits per day), and
another 100,000 uses of our
Wi-Fi access.

•  Project READ, which this year
served more kids, families and
adults than ever before,

matched their library budget
dollar-for-dollar with outside
grants, effectively doubling their
budget!

•  And our wonderful new branch
library was finished and opened
in Redwood Shores, which is
becoming a model for all other
libraries in the area.

Much of this could not be
accomplished without you and our
other wonderful volunteers and
dedicated, involved, and engaged
people supporting the Redwood City
Public Library.
Thank you!

Dave Genesy,
Library Director

FESTIVAL SPARKS INTEREST IN FAIR OAKS LIBRARY CAMPAIGN
Thousands of area residents, as well as hundreds of visitors, attended the North Fair Oaks Festival on August 23.  The
festival, held on four blocks of Middlefield Road in east Redwood City, featured a parade, music and dance performances,
ethnic foods, and more than 40 booths representing nonprofit and social service agencies.  

The Sunday afternoon festival provided the ideal opportunity for the Library Foundation to raise awareness
and donations for its ongoing campaign for Fair Oaks Library - that community’s own neighborhood

library.  Foundation board members and Fair Oaks Library staff worked together in side-by-side
booths where they sold raffle tickets and gave children chances to win prizes via a spinning wheel.
Every child walked away with at least a blue balloon emblazoned with the Library Foundation
logo.

“The festival was a great venue for us.  It enabled us to meet many North Fair Oaks residents, and to
give them an opportunity to be part of the fundraising effort for their library,” said Georgi LaBerge,

who organized the booth effort.  

The raffle tickets, selling at $1 each, raised over $1,400 to add to the fundraising
coffers. Provident Credit Union, The Concept Genie, Jigsaw Java, Styles Hair

Design, General Pencil Company, Jeff LaBerge, and Rouslana Yaroslavsky contributed thirty-two
raffle prizes.   Paula Uccelli sponsored the booth and Nancy Radcliffe provided decorating
expertise.

The Foundation has committed to raising $250,000, over several years, to replenish library
materials for the Fair Oaks Library.  There is a critical need for picture books for children,
fiction and nonfiction books for children and adults, English language audiocassettes for non-
native speakers, magazines for teens and DVDs for family viewing. To date approximately
$72,000 has been raised. The need is clear, and there is a great opportunity for more people – both
Fair Oaks community members and folks from other areas – to help contribute to the fundraising goal.

T h e  B O O K M A R K
o f  t h e  R e d w o o d  C i t y  L i b r a r y  F o u n d a t i o n
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You  C an  D oub l e  You r  
E nd -O f -Yea r  D ona t i on !

A group of library angels will match your gift
to the Campaign for the Fair Oaks Library
Collection, dollar for dollar, if it is received by
December 31, 2009. They have pledged up to
$8,000 to this effort. Our angels are:

Peter & Paula Uccelli Foundation
Recology of San Mateo County
San Mateo Credit Union
Anonymous

Please see enclosed letter for details.

1044 Middlefield Road
Redwood City, CA 94063-1815
Phone: (650) 780-7045
Phone: (650) 780-7062
Fax: (650) 780-7069
www.rclfdn.org 
Tax ID #94-3293215

Redwood City
Library Foundation

TEA TIME TO C e l e b r a t e !
June 5, 2009, a day eagerly awaited by the Foundation board as a chance to
demonstrate sincere appreciation for our supporters, dawned with an
uncharacteristic drizzle that sent many parties skittering indoors. However,
the tea for faithful donors proceeded as planned, in a gorgeous poolside
setting provided by councilmember Alicia Aguirre and her husband Pete
Liebengood. 

The event warmed up with the arrival of each new,
treasured guest and spirits lifted as the afternoon

progressed with good conversation and common
interests discovered. Guests reported that it was,
“like a moment out of time,” as the cares of
the day melted away. 

Scrumptious food was lovingly prepared and
graciously served by the Peninsula Hills

Women’s Club, their gift to the community and
a most appreciated one judging by the reaction of

partygoers.
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AWARDS PILING UP FOR
THE REDWOOD SHORES
LIBRARY

Last year the Redwood Shores Branch
Library opened with a sparkling, new
collection of materials, entirely due to
your generosity. During just its first year
of operation, accolades from the
community are coming in regularly, and
the library has also been recognized and
awarded.

In August the library was recognized by
the website Examiner.com as one of the
top four most child-friendly libraries in
the entire Bay Area. Anyone who has
visited this state-of-the-art library knows

that it gained this distinction for its
commitment to kids, and for using its
entire space to foster and support the
enthusiasm of budding young readers.
From its brightly colored children’s
section with sailboat motif, and toddler-
friendly computers, to a wooden ship
for climbing and an atrium-like film
and story room complete with a puppet
theater and a gaggle of dramatic
puppets, this library sets the standard
for being kid-friendly! 

Of special note is its hands-on wetlands
exhibit including decals of local
shorebirds that produce bird calls when
rubbed, a large aquarium of local
species, and countless other shore-
centered activities, as well as a
considerable collection of books and
media …not to mention an exemplary
staff that supports this great facility and
its many daily visitors, of all ages. 

Also in August, the Redwood Shores
Branch Library won the Award of Merit
(2nd place) from The American Public
Works Association, Silicon Valley

Chapter. The award recognizes that this
outstanding project exemplifies a
number of critical public works criteria,
including:

• Use of good construction
management techniques, and
completion of the project on
schedule; 

• Environment protection and
special considerations given to
particular environmental concerns
during the project; 

• Unusual accomplishments under
adverse conditions such as age or
condition of the facility, adverse
weather, soil, or other site
conditions; 

• Exceptional efforts to maintain
quality control; construction
innovations; time and/or money-
saving techniques. 

Don’t forget that it’s your support and
dedication that make our community’s
libraries such special places, and we’re so
happy to share with you the recognition
that the library receives! 

BENEFACTORS’ CIRCLE
EMBRACES NEWCOMERS

Since the Foundation launched its
Benefactors’ Circle in early 2009, 18
generous supporters have become
members. The names of these charter
members, which include individuals,
families, and foundations, will be listed
on a permanent plaque to be displayed
in the Downtown Library. Charter
membership is available through
December 2010 for donors of $1,000
within a calendar year.

Many donors have already specified that
their gifts be used for the Campaign for
the Fair Oaks Library Collection. What a
great way to direct your gift to the
current Campaign, and gain a place
among the most generous of
contributors to the Redwood City
Public Library!

“In this time of serious cuts to the library
budget, it’s gratifying to find friends who
will help us stock our shelves with
critically-needed materials for both adults
and children,” said Dave Genesy,
Redwood City Library Director. “The
need is especially great at the Fair Oaks
Library which is used weekly by hundreds
of North Fair Oaks residents who need
access to books, computers, and homework
assistance to help their kids succeed in
school.” 

Benefactors’ Circle members thus far for
2009 are: Cheryl Angeles; Sandra
Cooperman; Marcie Freeman; Michio
and Mieko Fujimura; Dave Genesy;
Glikbarg Foundation; Robert and Elise
Hoffman; William and Janet Hofmann;
Peter Ingram and Yvette Pirie; Ron
Kardashian; Georgi LaBerge; Robert,
Toni, and Tiffany Murzi; San Mateo
Credit Union; Sand Hill Foundation;
Celia Tanaka; Paula Uccelli; Inna
Yaroslavsky; and Leo and Rouslana
Yaroslavsky.

In addition to being listed on the library
plaque, charter members’ names will
appear in the Foundation’s newsletters
and on the website.  Other benefits
include an annual reception and an
autographed book from a noted author
participating in a library sponsored
author series.  This year’s book, “Palace
of Illusions” is signed by Chitra Banerjee
Divakaruni, who is also the author of,
“The Mistress of Spices.”  San Mateo
County libraries chose this book for the
countywide One Book One
Community reading program this fall.

Those interested in joining the
Benefactors’ Circle may make donations
by check or credit card.  Credit card
holders may donate online choosing
monthly, quarterly or annual payments
using your Visa, MasterCard or
Discover card. Simply visit
www.rclfdn.org and choose the Donate
Now! button. All gifts are tax
deductible.

For more information on the
Benefactors’ Circle, please contact
Executive Director Celia LaRiviere at
(650) 780-7045 or
clariviere@redwoodcity.org.

MESSAGE FROM THE
FOUNDATION CO-
PRESIDENT

The Redwood City Library Foundation
Board has been busy the past several
months!  Among our activities was a
very enjoyable tea, held at Redwood
City Councilmember Alicia Aguirre’s
home, honoring our long time donors
(see page 1). Many thanks to the
Peninsula Hills Women’s Club for
supplying the food and lovely china and
tea pots.

Many board members participated at
our booth at the North Fair Oaks
Community Festival this summer.  We
sponsored a raffle, gave away balloons,
and got the word out about the Fair
Oaks Library Campaign, to a
wonderfully receptive audience.
Children were invited to spin a wheel
for a chance at winning prizes, and all-
in-all the Foundation and the Campaign
earned a positive, high profile in the
community.  

Through those and other outreach
efforts, the Fair Oaks Library Campaign
to raise $250,000 for a new book
collection has been steadily gaining
steam.  We will soon be asking our
business contacts for donations and we
hope to raise the full amount by the end
of 2011.  The business community has
really stepped up to the plate in the past
and we are hoping they will do so again!

Cheryl Angeles,
Co-President

Guests included Joyce Abbott; The Honorable Alicia Aguirre and Pete Liebengood; John Allen; Jill Antonides;
Marsha Berkman; Joanne Bruggemann; Adam Gee; Linda Hedges; Robert and Elise Hoffman; Janet Hofmann;
Margaret Johnston; Florence LaRiviere; Ingrid LeBlanc; The Honorable Barbara Pierce; LaLa Richards; Mary
Shea; Nancy Spangler; Pat Walsh; and Dorothy Wright.

Board members including Cheryl Angeles; John Blake; Sandra Cooperman; Georgi LaBerge; and Rouslana
Yaroslavsky were in attendance as well as Executive Director Celia LaRiviere and Library Director Dave Genesy.

Co-President Cheryl Angeles stopped by each table to thank guests for their faithful support of the Foundation
and to invite consideration of a donation to the Campaign for the Fair Oaks Library Collection. Fundraising
chair Georgi LaBerge extended an invitation to join her in becoming a charter member of the Benefactors’
Circle.

Councilmember Alicia Aguirre

Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni
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