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NEWSLETTER

Our mission is to support the Redwood City Public Library in cultivating literacy, life-long learning, and community connections.

The Impact of Hotspots

The Bridging the Digital Divide project—made possible by the
Redwood City Library Foundation (RCLF)—makes personal wi-fi
devices (hotspots) and computers available for checkout from
the downtown and Fair Oaks libraries to provide wi-fi connec-
tions at home for Redwood City residents who need internet
access. Stylianos (left in photo below) and Aaron (right) provide
a good example of this program’s success, and how important
and life-changing it can be.

Stylianos has a learning disability that prevents him from at-
tending school and learning in a group setting. His mentor,
Aaron, is with Omelegah, Inc., a San Mateo company that works
with developmentally disabled adults. They were recently in the
downtown library where Aaron was helping Stylianos to check
out a hotspot. A wi-fi connection at home will help Stylianos
complete his GED.

Stylianos said, “I need internet access in order to complete my
homework and to do the research required to earn my GED. |
also have to learn at my own pace, using audio equipment to
help me with comprehension. Being able to check out a hotspot
from the library makes my learning process so much easier. | can
do it from home with Aaron’s help.”

Thank you to all our donors for making this possible. Stylianos is
receiving the support he needs and is well on his way to a GED
because of you!

Portable Wi-Fi Devices Available for Checkout

Introducing our New Logo!

After 20 years, RCLF is happy to announce our new logo (at top
left). The colors match those used by the Redwood City Library,
and the four squares represent the four library branches.

Fair Oaks Library Renovation

The Fair Oaks library is only 3,200 square feet, but it's estimated
that last year it had 64,000 visitors. That is why the library will un-
dergo a renovation and a 600-square foot expansion this year.
The Fair Oaks branch is a gathering place for seniors, students,
and residents of all ages. The renovation and expansion will al-
low the library to accommodate the many well-attended pro-
grams and community events hosted here each year.

The expansion includes a dedicated area for teens and a new
play area for children learning how to read. In addition, an inter-
active play structure shaped as a farmer’s market truck will help
children develop early literacy skills in English and Spanish while
educating them about food and nutrition. Another important
upgrade will be the ability to move furniture and shelves around
to accommodate a variety of programs. The library currently al-
lows students to check out wi-fi hotspots and computers, fund-
ed by RCLF, as part of the Bridging the Digital Divide program.

Redwood City is contributing $141,000 toward the improve-
ments with additional funding from Danford Foundation, First
Church of Redwood City, Kaiser Permanente, Latino Community
Council of Redwood City, Palo Alto Medical Foundation, RCLF,
Rotary Club of Menlo Park, Sequoia Healthcare District, Simms
Metal Management, Wells Fargo Foundation, and many other
community partners.

The Early Childhood Learning Center in the Fair Oaks library is
one of several projects supported by RCLF this year.

The library will be closed for 3 to 4 months once construction
begins in February or March, with some of the library activities
moved to the Fair Oaks Community Center. Work on the Early
Childhood Learning Center is estimated to begin in June. Your
support will make a real difference in turning this small library
into a community hub!



Redwood Shores Interpretive
Center Needs Upgrading

The Interpretive Center at the Redwood Shores library opened
in 2008 and if you haven't seen it, it is worth a trip. Adjacent
to the Belmont Slough and the Bay Trail, the center has floor-
to-ceiling windows overlooking the wetlands. Outdoor displays
depict native birds, allowing visitors to identify the live birds
they see. Interactive displays inside show other wetland life,
including a large aquarium with living native fish and plants.
Other exhibits include a build-a-bird activity, a bird footprint
interactive game, a mud sculpture, and a display illustrating the
need for recycling. The center is visited regularly by school chil-
dren, including classes from local elementary schools.

Because the center is 10 years old, RCLF is raising funds to
update it with modern technology in order to provide more
interactivity and the flexibility to rotate and update informa-
tion. Some displays have faded; others have missing or broken
pieces. The aquarium required emergency repair in 2017, for
which Oracle generously donated $10,000. The wetlands itself
has evolved due to climate change and rising sea levels, which
has diversified the associated wildlife and plants, and the cen-
ter’s displays and data need to be updated accordingly. Library
staff is working with a group of students from Design Tech High
School to do the design work.

Design Tech Team Recommended Changes

Design Tech is a public charter high school supported by Oracle
that combines academic content with creative problem solving.
The 550 students practice collaborative problem solving using
technical tools. Over the span of four months, 10 students put
in a month’s worth of work conducting interviews with library
users and gaining insight about what improvements are need-
ed. The students then proposed solutions to current problems
at the center.

We Al Live in a :
WATERSHED — &

Redwood Shores Interpretive Center

To educate children about the environment and make the ex-
hibits more engaging to younger children, the Design Tech
team identified areas that need improvement, including dull
colors, sharp edges, and the need for more interactive displays.
The aquarium is hard to see and needs more color. Games are
broken; signage is too high and sun-bleached. Displays need
to be more exciting, and information needs to be updated.

Recommendations will be incorporated by Split Rock Studios, a
vendor specializing in designing aquariums, zoos, and interpre-
tive centers around the United States. They will include more
interactive displays in the entry signage and throughout the
exhibit, a touchscreen and refurbished rocks for the aquarium,
and repairs for the build-a-bird exhibit, the mud sculpture, and
the bird footprint interactive game. A new 21-inch suspended
shark model will also be added. Information in all exhibits will
be updated to reflect the effects of climate change and rising
sea levels.

RCLF has received a $50,000 grant from the Moore Family
Foundation to start the renovation process. Our goal is to raise
$220,000 more for this upgrade, along with funds to improve
the Early Childhood Learning Center in the Redwood Shores
library. Your donations are encouraged.

STEAM Fest on the Square

RCLF and the Redwood City Public Library, with sponsorship
from the Redwood City Cultural Commission and the Port of
Redwood City, are organizing STEAM Fest on the Square on
Saturday, April 28 from 11 am until 3 pm in Courthouse Square
and the San Mateo County
History Museum. To be an
exhibitor (deadline April 2),
sponsor, or volunteer, sign
up at:

WWW.
SteamFestivalRWC

.org




Many thanks to our generous donors!

The following individuals, groups and businesses contributed
between January 1 and December 31, 2017.

$100,000+
Silicon Valley Community
Foundation

$20,000-$49,999
The Bothin Foundation

$10,000-$19,999

Equinix Global HQ

Oracle Corporation
Scandling Family Foundation

$5,000-$9,999
Atkinson Foundation
David B. & Edward C.
Goodstein Foundation
Port of Redwood City
Sequoia Healthcare District
Sutter Health Palo Alto
Medical Foundation
Wells Fargo Foundation

$1 1000'$4'999
Christy Adonis
Benevity Causes
Scott & Teri Crandall
Danford Foundation

Doering Family Foundation, Ltd.

DPR Construction
Equilar, Inc.
Facebook, Inc.
First Congregational Church,
Redwood City
Kathie Fosgett
David Genesy
The Herbst Foundation, Inc.
IBEW Local 617
Peter Ingram & Yvette Pirie
Kaiser Permanente
Keller Williams Realty
Georgi LaBerge
Janet & Tim Lawson
Lyngso Garden Materials, Inc.
James McFarland
Optimist Club of Redwood City
Peter & Paula Uccelli
Foundation
PG&E Corporation Foundation
Points of Light Institute
Redwood City Civic
Cultural Commission
Redwood City International
Sares Regis
Donald & Lolly Schenone
Rebecca Schenone
Patricia Seith
Carla & Harry Sillin
Sims Metal Management
Kathryn Strong
W.L. Butler Construction, Inc.
Walnut St. Partners, LLC
David & Rebecca Weekly
Derek & Robin Wolfgram
Rouslana & Leo Yaroslavsky
Youth Service America

$500-$999

Atlas/Pellizzari Electric

Edward & Donna Marie Baldwin

John Blake

Dr. John David Bukry

Chavez Supermarket

Marshall & Michelle Clark

Delta Kappa Gamma Society

Devil's Canyon Brewing Co.

Fran Eastman &
Edward Goodstein

Meredith Hagedorn &
James Kasyan

Giselle Hale

Lisa Hicks-Dumanske

Diane Howard

Kerry Hughes

Kimberly Hughes

Michael Hughes

Debbi Jones-Thomas

David Kassouf

D. Michael & Lorianna Kastrop

Monte Mansir

Network for Good

Nvidia

Peninsula Building Materials

Kat Petrick

Nancy Radcliffe

Redwood City Heritage Assn.

Redwood City Parks, Recreation
& Community Services

San Mateo Credit Union

Mark Sanders

Lisa Shepherd

Randy Torrijos

Towne Ford

$250-$499
Anonymous
Jill Antonides &

Jorge Rodriguez
Deborah Bazan
Chris & Alicia Beth
Sandra Cooperman
Jane Day
Kelsey Dubois
Lily Feng
Susan Fernyak
Kit Fung & Rick Nordensten
Ralph & Teresa Garcia
Elmer Guerrero
Richard & Judith Imperiale
Carol Johnson
Deborah Joy
JustGive
Keith & Nina Kadera
Sarah & Tony LaTorra
Stephen & Maria Leaf
Matt Leddy & Gail Raabe
Marjory Matic
Posner-Wallace Foundation
Donna Spillane &

Juan Raigoza
Ryan Traynor
Daniel Weaver & Katie Goetz

$100-$249
Kathryn Adkins
Alicia Aguirre &
Pete Liebengood
John Allen
Sandra Almazan
Apoyo Financiero, Inc.
Kenneth Arai
David & Joanne Arata
Vinney Arora
Arya Restaurant Group, Inc.
Joseph Awender
lan Bain
Reina Barragan
Richard & Joyce Baur
Alyn Beals & Dani Gasparini
Juan Becerra
Eric Berg
Marshall Blank
Janet Borgens
Laura Breaux
Bruce & Margie Carrington
Gordon Chamberlain
Alfred Chorro
Steven Chun
Rosalyn Conanan
Douglas & Vivian Crisman
Joan De Brine
David Dill
Gary & Pam Dilley
Carol Drummond
Anagha Dutt
Kaia Eakin
Kathy Endaya
George England
Bob & Arcelia Eppler
Richard & Dee Eva
Benjamin A. Fong
Larry Fosgett
Don Gibson
Robert & Jean Gilmore
Alissa Goodale
Goodman Law Corporation
Bernard & Michele Guillot
Angela Haist-Bowen
Audrey Hargis
Nancy Harmon & Bill Porter
Russell & Linda Hayes
Mohamed Higgy
Barbara Hooper
Mark Interrante
Laura Jason
Cynthia Johnson
Lindsay Jones
Douglas Karlson
Maria Kramer
Parke & Sue Lee
Shou Meij Lin
Vidyut & Ramesh Lingamneni
Louis & Dorene Luzzi
Alisa MacAvoy
Dennis & Lori McBride
Cynthia McLaughlin
Elyce Melmon
Chris Meunier
Alexandra Meyer
Sandra Moniz
Maureen Morley
Beth Mostovoy & Kraig Kurucz
William Nicolet

Andrew Noon

Jack & Della Nunes

Takeo & Michi Ohira

Lynden & Charlotte Olstead

Peninsula Sunrise Rotary Club

Barbara & Jerry Pierce

Ann Pocapalia

Juan Raigoza

Katy Robinson

Glenn Romig

Bernard & Shelley Ross

Roberta Roth

Salesforce.org

Joel Schneider

Shirley Schwoerer

Science from Scientists

Sequoia YMCA

Judith Shaw, D.D.S.

Mary Shea

Penelope Shepherd

Maura & Erik Sincoff

Roger & Elaine Stern

William Streby

John & Maggie Streets

Jane & Paul Taylor

Clare Thorpe

Frederic Tort Roset

Stephen Wagstaffe

Yvonne Webb

Jerry & Cathie Wentworth

Greg & Lyn Wilbur

Woodside Terrace
Optimist Club

Joe & Jenny Wucher

Cary Zuk-Mielke

Ninfa Zuno

$50-$99

Barbara & August Benz
Pat Black

Derald & Alicia Blackmore
Veronica Breuer
BSA/Pacific Skyline Council
Janice Campbell

Circulo Cultural

Bo Curry

Samir & Lily Deeb

WS
Woodside High Robotics Team
at STEAM Fest 2.0



$50-$99 (continued)
Laura Douglass & Joe Croco
EScrip
Suzanne Eyre
Bob Fisher
David Fong
Footsteps Child Care, Inc.
Anthony Gibbs & Dana Bent
Jaime Gonzalez
Andrew Gorelik
Alexandra Hawley
Richard & Linda Hedges
Les Hsu
Gerald Johnson
Michael Katz
Mr. & Mrs. Willliam Korbholz
Kim Laney
Lekha Ink Corp.
Gregory Lucas
Peggy Lucchesi
Ronda Macchello &
David R. Taylor
Richard & Diane Mack
Shelly Masur

In Memory

Of Patricia Hughes
Kerry Hughes
Kimberly Hughes
Michael Hughes

Of Alex M. & Virginia A. Meyer
Alexandra Meyer

Of Lilas Miles
Janice Miles

Of Lolly Miller
Barbara Hooper
Louis & Dorene Luzzi
Debra Parenti

Of Irene E. Snyder
John David Bukry

Mathnasium of Redwood City
Jean McHugh

MEL Science

Paul Michel

MVCode

Ann Myers

William & Beverly Oldfield
Pacific Art League of Palo Alto
Debra Parenti

Peninsula Clean Energy

Joan Pizza

Ernie Schmidt

Noel Shaw

Frank & Kaye Sheridan
Marylou Shockley

David Smilovitz

Janet Thomas

Leigh Wall

Brian Washburn

Sandra Weins

Nancy Woo

Woodside High School Robotics
Jeff Zamora

Steve & Kathy Zmay

In Honor

Of Alicia Aguirre
W.L. Butler Construction, Inc.

Of Jim Clifford
Con & Mary Jane Dempsey

Of Fran Eastman
Barbara Benz

Of Patrice Gibson
Benito & Marlene Bernardo

Of Jeanette Goodman's
Birthday
Isaac Goodman

Of Janet Lawson
Dennis & Lori McBride

Of Paul & Maureen Roskoph's
Birthdays
Gloria & Howard Levin

Of Carla Sillin
Jane Day

Our Current Programs & Initiatives

Your gifts promote literacy and building community
for all ages through the following programs:

Bridging the Digital Divide
Funds new computers for the Downtown Library Teen Center, and
supports data & annual software licences for laptops & hotspot devices.

Career Online High School in the Library

Allows adult learners to earn a High School Diploma & Career Certificate.

Interpretive Center Upgrades - Redwood Shores Library
This initiative will fund improvements to the center and allow children to
learn about wetlands and the wonders of the SF Bay.

Writing Cats & Dogs
A 6-week creative writing and art program for children 8 to 12 that builds
awareness about homeless animals while teaching writing and storytelling.

Our Upcoming Events

STEAM Fest on the Square
Saturday, April 28, 2018 ¢ 11:00 am to 3:00 pm
Courthouse Square » 2200 Broadway, Redwood City

Banned Books Week: Celebrating the Freedom to Read
September 22 through 29, 2018
Downtown Library ¢ 1044 Middlefield Rd., Redwood City

Redwood City Library Foundation
1044 Middlefield Road « Redwood City, CA 94063
www.rclfdn.org « (650) 780-7045

Officers:
Nancy Radcliffe, President « Dennis Manalo, Vice President
Carla Sillin, Treasurer « Andrea Fortus, Secretary

Directors:

Mayra Arellano, Cafiada College « Keith Blackey, Foothill College
John Blake, Haas & Blake « Kelsey Dubois, Geometrics, Inc.
Lily Feng, Nvidia « Andrea Fortus, Red-Seal, Inc.

Debbi Jones-Thomas, Community Volunteer
Dennis Manalo, Oracle Labs « Ashley Quintana, Facebook
Nancy Radcliffe, Spieker Companies « Katy Robinson, Informatica
Patricia Seith, Community Volunteer
Carla Sillin, Community Volunteer « Kathryn Strong, Facebook

Ex-Officio:
Rouslana Yaroslavsky, Redwood City Library Foundation
Derek Wolfgram, Redwood City Library
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