
You Did It! Donors Made it Happen
Fair Oaks Library Campaign for Books Tops $200,000
It was the perfect time for 
the campaign to end. Sup-
porters were in high spirits at 
the Foundation’s “We Love 
Bookworms” fundraiser on 
February 9. The Fair Oaks 
Library was filled with guests, 
enjoying food, wine, live mu-
sic, and cute bookworm deco-
rations. A sense of excitement 
filled the air as guests waited 
to learn if the $200,000 goal 
would be reached that night.  

By evening’s end, $20,000 
came in from live/silent auctions and donations at the door. It was 
the amount needed to push the campaign over the top. A hearty 
cheer erupted as the total was announced. 

This is how the funds were raised during the past two years:

• You donated in response to newsletter solicitations  
• You surpassed the goals of two challenge grants
• Generous businesses sponsored fundraisers
• Local foundations awarded annual grants

Twenty three major donors were honored at the February “We Love 
Bookworms” event. 
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Fair Oaks Library Campaign for Books Donors:

GOLD
Hannig Law Firm
David B. & Edward C. 
  Goodstein Foundation

SILVER
Chavez Supermarket
Sandra Cooperman
Dave Genesy
Georgi LaBerge
Provident Credit Union
San Mateo Credit Union
Sheriff ’s Youth Program Fund
Wells Fargo Foundation

COPPER
Cheryl L. Angeles
DMB Associates
Rosanne Foust & Jim Hartnett
Kaiser Permanente
Ronald V. Kardashian
Maria Kramer
Terry Lyngso

Funds raised in the Fair Oaks Library campaign purchased children’s 
books and videos, books for adults, English language audio materials 
and music for children and adults.

 

Redwood City Public Library 
Earns 5-Star Rating
Highest-rated library of any size in State
Once again RCPL received a five-star rating this year. Ours is the 
highest rated of all libraries in California, regardless of size. There 
are only two five-star libraries in the state (Santa Monica is the other 
one) and just twenty of them in the nation. 

Ratings are based on elements including number of items borrowed, 
number of library visits, numbers of programs and attendance, public 
computer use and open hours.

Clearly, library services are central to the citizens of Redwood City. 
Congratulations to the staff who provide the valuable services.  
Congratulations to the donors who provide the funding for materials 
and programs. 
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The BOOKMARK

Recology, San Mateo County
Signature Realty
Stanford University
State Farm Insurance
Hope Sullivan
Celia Tanaka



Popular Story Times Draw Thousands
Foundation funds 19 weekly sessions
People love stories. Both kids and adults love stories. Attendance at 
a Redwood City Library story time ranges from 20 to 200. Annually, 
more than 10,000 children and their caretakers come to story times 
presented at the four Redwood City libraries.

The popularity of these early literacy programs confirms the need to 
continue them. However, as the library budget is reduced, continued 
funding becomes more difficult. 

In keeping with the Foundation’s focus on early literacy, the Board of 
Directors allocated $20,000 to keep the story times program running 
this year. This amount provides a total of 19 weekly sessions. Most 
sessions are aimed at preschool age groups, but many are open to all 
ages. Bilingual storytelling is provided in some libraries.  

Story times help build fundamental literacy skills. They provide oppor-
tunities to introduce kids and parents to high-quality picture books, 
songs, poetry, finger rhymes and puppets. These experiences help 
establish a love of reading between a parent and child, build reading 
skills, and promote the habit of visiting the library on a regular basis.

Foundation Expands 
Summer Reading Program
Combats student reading loss during vacation
Studies show that students who don’t pick up a book over the summer 
suffer significant “summer reading loss.” The gap is especially great 
with students from low socio-economic families, who lose an average 
of two months of reading achievement. By the end of fifth grade, these 
kids are three grades behind their more affluent peers in reading.

The absence of summer school in Redwood City makes this an issue 
of concern for our community.

In the recent past, the Redwood City Public Library, with support 
from the Friends of the Library, has run a Summer Reading Club dur-
ing June and July. Now, with the expectation of donor support, the 

Library Foundation has pledged to cover the cost of expanding the 
Reading Club through August.  

“The purpose of the Summer Reading Club is to get our youth and 
families reading, to engage in learning activities and to make frequent 
use of the library,” said Dave Genesy, Library Director.

“The library provides extra copies of great books, schedules weekly 
story times, family performances and incentives for reading.” Last 
year more than 6,500 adults and children participated.

You can help the students of Redwood City maintain their reading 
skills throughout the summer by mailing a check or donating online 
at www.redwoodcitylibraryfoundation.org. Do it today! You can make 
a big difference.

Teens Benefit from 
San Jose Museum of Art Program
Eight-week studio arts classes and museum visit
During an eight-
week series of class-
es in early winter, 26 
teens learned vari-
ous art techniques 
and how to teach 
art to younger stu-
dents. Classes, led 
by an arts educator 
from the Museum, 
were held in the li-
brary’s teen center.    

Projects included creating collages using magazine cutouts, robots 
from recycled materials, and multi-media projects centering on a past 
experience. Classes also included sketching lessons and printing using 
different mediums. Building on their classroom experiences, on the 
last day of class, a gallery teacher led the students on an extensive tour 
of the Museum. 

The project was funded by the Library and a library foundation donor.

The success of the program has encouraged the funders to support 
another art session this summer. Plans include creating teen advisory 
groups to assist with planning and implementing the projects. 

You’re Invited to Leave a Legacy Gift to 
the Redwood City Library Foundation
Your generous contributions have helped fund nearly a dozen initia-
tives. A gift from your estate could continue that legacy by providing 
important future support. Estate gifts can be unrestricted or dedi-
cated to specific programs/initiatives that are close to your heart. For 
more information, contact Georgi LaBerge, Executive Director, at 
glaberge@redwoodcity.org or (650) 780-7045.



Chuck Ashton
Bob Bell
Chris & Alicia Beth
Garrett & Michelle Blake
John David Bukry
Douglas & Vivian Crisman
Jack & Qihong Feng
Bryon Foys
June & Michael Hee
JT Graphics
Kyoko Kerr
Osamu Kimura & 
  Mirei Yasumatsu
La Hacienda Market
Corinne & Preston Lam
Raheleh Mansoor
Douglas McMahon
Liz Meeks
Sumi Nagasawa
Optimist Club of 
  Redwood City
Liza Percer
Redwood City International
Redwood City 
  Rotary Foundation
Indira Sahiwal
Nathan & Amy Scribner
Jefferson Stone & 
  Shannon Turk-Stone
Celia Tanaka
Greg & Catherine Trindle
Christina Tung
Villa Latina
W.L. Butler Construction Inc.

$250-$499
Anonymous
Aguilar Jewelers
Jill Antonides & 
  Jorge Rodriguez
David & Joanne Arata
Kathryn & Kenner Arrell
Victoria Avila
Bay Area Gardners 
  Association
John Blake
Edith Crowe
Paul & Jill Ekas
Hector Flamenco
Richard & Judith Imperiale
Richard Irizary

Carol Johnson
Barry & Carole Jolette
Kaiser Permanente
Jimmy & Jean Kan
Kimberly Lam
Vicki Martell
Cynthia Newman
James Newman
Paula & Peter Uccelli Foundation
Nancy Radcliffe
Yana Rudakov
San Mateo County Community 
  Colleges Foundation
United American Bank
Ran Wei & Wei Zhou

$100-$249
Anonymous
Joyce Abbott
Kathryn Adkins
John Allen
Jessica Alvarado
Yi An
Alejandro Andrade
Bernard Arceo & 
  Leny Yu Jeco-Arceo
Jacinta Arteaga
Fred Baldwin
Bay Area Gardners Foundation
Alyn Beals & Dani Gasparini
Alicia Benitez
Eric Berg
Patricia Bernard
Marshall Blank
Mimi Campbell
Steve Carlton
Bruce & Margie Carrington
Kyra Carswell
John & Carol Casterman
Chris Cesena
Gordon Chamberlain
Ernest Chan & Sachi Chen
Lisa Chang & Sook Leung Yee
Cynthia Chang-Yim & 
  Alexander Hung Yim
Lynn Chou Jonas
Jenny Corral
Howard Crittenden
Gary & Pam Dilley
Alma Dionis
Carol Drummond
El Viejo
George England
Gary Fabian

Ivy Fang
John Ferguson
Joseph & Sandra Ferrando
Ken & Alvina Flower
Benjamin A. Fong
Brad Friedman
Friends of the 
  Redwood City Library
Kit Fung
Janet & Alfred Giannini
Noriko & Lisa Hasebe
Edward Hernandez
Hewlett-Packard
Annette Howitt
Margaret Jensen
Thomas Kam
James Kaspar
Jason Kipnis & 
  Shubhada Herlekar
Maria Kramer
Caroline & Yu Kurebayashi
Celia LaRiviere
Lawrence Lai & Ann Lee
Stephen & Maria Leaf
Lilia Ledezma
Judy Lee
Debbie Leong & Jeffrey Pan
Carol Lin
Yuh Ling Lan
Helen Lomas
Victor Lu
Francis Ludwig
Mayers Jewelers
Craig & Sharon McCollam
Karen & E.J. Melzer
Menlo Mazda
Gail Messina
Michoacan Produce
Karen Middleton
Thomas Mohr
National Hispanic Organization    
  of Real Estate Associates
Lynden & Charlotte Olstead
Oracle Corporation
Sharon Ow-Wing
Gerald Patrick
Steve Penna
Barbara & Jerry Pierce
Sally Pioroda
Bob & Kathy Piziali
Redwood City 
  Education Foundation
Mario Rendon
Iliana Rodriguez

$10,000-$14,999
David B. & Edward C. 
   Goodstein Foundation 

$5,000-$9,999
Cargill
Marcie J. Freeman
Scandling Family Foundation

$1,000-$4,999
Cheryl Angeles
Tracey Burbage
Chavez Supermarket
Sandra Cooperman
Judy & Thomas Cronin
Danford Foundation
Doering Family Foundation LTD.
Peter & Catharine Eastman
Rosanne Foust
Michio & Mieko Fujimura
David Genesy
William & Charlene Glikbarg    
  Foundation
Robert & Elise Hoffman
Peter Ingram & Yvette Pirie
The James Irvine Foundation
Ron Kardashian
David & Mavis Ko
Georgi LaBerge
Theresa Lyngso
Mi Rancho Supermarket
Michael Nickas
North Fair Oaks 
  Community Festival
Provident Credit Union
Redwood City Civic 
  Cultural Commission 
Redwood Shores Community 
  Association
San Mateo Credit Union
Hope Sullivan
Towne Ford
Whole Foods Market
Rouslana Yaroslavsky

$500-$999
Anonymous
Diane Agate
Alfonso D. Gonzalez 
  Dental Corporation
David Amann

Many thanks to our generous donors!
The following individuals, groups and businesses contributed 
between January 1 and December 31, 2011.



Bernard & Shelley Ross
Pamela Ryan
Michael Schulz
Schwab Charitable Fund
Karen Schwarz
Shirley Schwoerer
Seaport Industrial Association
Maura & Erik Sincoff
Jim Skinner
Sociedad Guadalupana 
  of  Mt. Carmel
Adele Stone
Eric Sveum
Glenn & Satoko Sweatt Trust
SwiftGenie Inc.
Lori Tam Lee
Jane & Paul Taylor
Cristina Thorson
Alisa Tu
Donna Tucker
Stephen Wagstaffe
John & Helen Warren
Brian Washburn
Daniel Weaver & Katie Goetz
Lynne & Griff Weber
Weinerman Foundation
Julie Wesolek
Greg & Lyn Wilbur
Dorothy Wright
Guang Yu & Luyan Zhang
Z. Zeng & X. Huang
Wen Hua Zhong
Ziyang Zhong & 
  Hong Fu, Ph.D.

$50-$99
Anonymous
Linda Bischof
Joanne Bruggemann
Circulo Cultural
Laura Douglass & Joe Croco
Robert Duesterhoeft

In Honor...
Of Patti Bury  
Myra Greenberg   

Carol Chivier’s Birthday  
Annette Howitt   

Of Vi Hammer  
Ann Marie Sulzbach  

Of Trinity & Petra Kishi Chow  
Edwin & Janice Kishi Chow  

Of Lilia Ledesma   
Georgi LaBerge   

Of the Officers and Directors 
  of the Redwood City 
  Library Foundation
Marshall Blank   

Of Paul & Maureen’s Birthday  
Gloria & Howard Levin

Of Schaberg Library  
James & Stavroola Jameson 

In Memory...  
Of Art Chauvel  
Mr. & Mrs. W.J. Freeland   

Of Rose Cook  
Teresa Foss   

Of Tom Cooper  
Jack & Joan Erickson 

Of the Jordan Family  
Jerry Tinney   

Of Peter LaBerge  
Anonymous   
A. Arlene Kasa   
Georgi LaBerge   

Of Monica Marie Lombardo  
Rebecca Lombardo   

Of Harold Norton &
  Cathie Lutticken            
Pamela Quinn   

Of Tyler Alexander Memole  
Bob & Kerry Memole  

Of Lilas Miles  
Janice Miles   

Of Mrs. Kazuye Mori  
Don & Holly Hermansen 

Of Irene E. Snyder  
Dr. John David Bukry  

Of Ray Spangler  
Nita Spangler   

Of Robert Weinerman  
Weinerman Foundation

Of Sumi Yokoyama  
Ken & Nancy Woo   

Susan Dunn
Suzanne Eyre
Mr. & Mrs. W. J. Freeland
Myra Greenberg
Anne-Lise Hassenklover    
Alexandra Hawley
Don & Holly Hermansen
Anne Hinton
Les Hsu
Terry Y. Iwasaki-Gee
Lynne Johnston
Fritz Kalhammer
Helen & Vince Kang 
A. Arlene Kasa
Naomi Kitajima
Roz Kutler
Chung & Kimberly Lam
Sally Lau
Parke Lee
Patrick Man & Alice Mee-See
Trudy Marin
Dorothy McCartney
Mary Ann McDonald
Jane Miller
Mary Miller
Cal & Karen Noecker
William & Beverly Oldfield
Maya Perkins
Stephani Scott
Albert & Claire Serrato
John & Melanie Seybert
David Sherden
David So & Mitzie Chan
Sue Story
Julie Taylor
Laura Loo & Yung-Su Tsai
Robert Wellins & 
  Sherry Rolley
Ken & Nancy Woo
Vince Ning Xu
Phillip & Anita Yelland

Save the Dates!
Upcoming Events

Kermes & Dia del Niño
(Community Festival & Day of the Child)

Sunday, April 29, 2012 • 11 a.m – 3:00 p.m.
Fair Oaks Library parking lot

Benefactors’ Circle Reception
Thursday, September 6, 2012 • 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.

Fireside Room, Downtown Library

Redwood City Library Foundation 
1044 Middlefield Road • Redwood City, CA 94061

www.redwoodcitylibraryfoundation.org • (650) 780-7045

Officers:
John Blake, Co-President • Rouslana Yaroslavsky, Co-President 

Jessica Alvarado, Vice President • Richard Claire, Treasurer
Matt Jacobs, Secretary

Directors:
Jessica Alvarado, Hannig Law Firm

Alex Andrade, Silicon Valley Community Foundation
Cheryl Angeles, Saf Keep Storage • Armando Argueta, County of San Mateo

John Blake, Hannig Law Firm • Nancy Bullock, Sparky’s Hot Rod Garage
Richard Claire, San Mateo County Community College District (retired)

Francesca Eastman, David B. & Edward C. Goodstein Foundation
 Hector Flamenco, State Farm Insurance Co.

Matt Jacobs, Kaiser Permanente • Ron Kardashian, The Concept Genie
Nathan Scribner, City of Menlo Park • Celia Tanaka, Provident Credit Union

Rouslana Yaroslavsky, Ticket to Travel

Ex-Officio:
Georgi LaBerge, Redwood City Library Foundation

David Genesy, Redwood City Library

More than just books.
www.redwoodcitylibraryfoundation.org

Redwood City
Library Foundation


